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Summary:
Currently, most HP locations are running IMS V10.1. This user communication provides planning information for sites in preparation for the IMS V12.1 upgrade. 
IMS V12 was made generally available as of October 28, 2011.
Actual upgrade dates will be determined with each account using normal change management processes.  Upgrades will be performed in an account’s test IMS subsystem prior to production to allow for application testing.  IMS V10 will be off support at the end of October, 2012. 

Justification:
IMS V12.1 will allow HP to maintain the current level of technology. 
This upgrade offers features such as:
IMS™ 12 Database Manager (IMS DB) enhancements
· Broadened Java™ and XML support and tools can ease IMS development and access to IMS data.
· IMS Fast Path Buffer Manager enhancements utilize 64-bit storage to improve availability and overall system performance.
· Full Function Dynamic Buffer Pool support, centralized repository support, and enhanced commands simplify operations and improve availability.
· Extended Address Volume (EAV) support, Database Recovery Control (DBRC), Fast Path, and Full Function DB enhancements relieve some capacity constraints.
IMS 12 Transaction Manager (IMS TM) enhancements
· IMS Connect, the TCP/IP gateway to IMS transactions, operations, and data, offers improved IMS flexibility, availability, resilience, and security.
· The Multiple Systems Coupling (MSC) TCP/IP link enhances bandwidth, improving performance.
· Broadened Java and XML tooling eases IMS application development and connectivity, and enhances IMS web services to assist developers with business transformation.
· Enhanced commands, Shared Queues Cross-Coupling Facility (XCF), and centralized repository support simplify operations and improve availability.

Benefits to Users:
This information is being communicated to ensure planning occurs and all prerequisites are addressed for a smooth and timely transition. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]IMS Capabilities will test this upgrade on a 'sandbox' system first to verify the installation and to make sure the IMS system starts and is operational. The upgrade will then be applied to the development regions where accounts should verify their applications are still functioning properly. After the application teams complete their testing, the software will be installed in production. The accounts should then verify their applications are still functioning properly in the production environment.

Details:

· An application ACB gen is required to be staged for the implementation by the account DBA.
· V12.1 SVCs need to be implemented prior to or with this upgrade.
· A COLD start will be performed during the upgrade.
· Upgrade will be performed for all IMS in Data Sharing or IMPLEX environments at the same time.
· Accounts are responsible for verifying any Account owned and maintained software is compatible with IMS V12.1. 
· HP supported sub-products may require maintenance. The sub-product maintenance will be done in advance of the IMS V12.1 upgrade where possible.
· IMS 12 is upwardly compatible from previous versions, allowing existing applications and data to be used without change. Migration and coexistence support is provided for IMS V10 and V11. Review the Preventative Service Planning (PSP) information for the latest details.
· Prior to IMS V12, the STCK timestamp in each log record suffix (field LOGRC_STCK) was a unique value for each record in the IMS log. In Version 12, it is possible for consecutive log records from the same IMS to have the same value in this field. Customers using the LOGRC_STCK alone to establish a unique, time-ordered key for sorting log records, if needed, should now use the concatenation of LOGRC_STCK and the log suffix sequence number (field LOGRC_SEQUENCE_NUMBER).
· IMS 12 is the last release to support the SECURITY macro in system definition. Customers using the security macro should migrate to use the initialization parameters.
· IMS 9 was the last release to support the Security Maintenance Utility (SMU). Customers using SMU should migrate to RACF or an equivalent product.
· IMS 11 is the last release to support the SMU-to-RACF utilities. Customers need to migrate to RACF or an equivalent product with an earlier IMS version.
· IMS V11 is the last release to support the Knowledge Based Log Analysis (KBLA) facility. Customers using this function should migrate to use other IMS-provided analysis utilities and reports, such as Fast Path Log Analysis utility (DBFULTA0), File Select and Formatting Print utility (DFSERA10), IMS Monitor Report Print utility (DFSUTR20), Log Transaction Analysis utility (DFSILTA0), Offline Dump Formatter utility (DFSOFMD0), Statistical Analysis utility (DFSISTS0), or to other complementary products, such as IMS Problem Investigator, IMS Performance Analyzer, or similar products.
· IMS 9 was the last release in which the MSC user routing exits (DFSCMTR0, DFSCMLR0, DFSCMPR0, and DFSNPRT0) may be used. DFSMSCE0 must be used in Version 10, 11, or 12.
· IMS 9 was the last release to support the Basic Telecommunications Access Method (BTAM). Customers using BTAM should migrate to the Virtual Telecommunications Access Method (VTAM) or to TCP/IP. User code or tools dependent on BTAM should migrate to VTAM or TCP/IP.
· IMS V9 was the last release to support the HWSIMSO0 and HWSIMSO1 user message exits. Customers using these exits should migrate to HWSSMPL1.
· IMS Enterprise Suite V1.1 is upwardly compatible from IMS SOAP Gateway V10.x and the IMS 10 DLIModel Utility plug-in, allowing existing applications and data to be used without change. Migration and coexistence support is provided for IMS 10 users. Review the Preventative Service Planning (PSP) information for the latest details.
· IMS SOAP Gateway V10 was the last release of that separate product. Customers using it should migrate to the IMS Enterprise Suite.
· IMS 10 is the last release to support the z/OS-based batch DLIModel utility. Customers using this function should migrate to the IMS Enterprise Suite.
· IMS 10 is the last release to support the DLIModel utility plug-in as part of IMS. Customers using this function should migrate to the IMS Enterprise Suite.
· IMS 10 is the last release of IMS in which IMS information is available in BookManager® format. IMS information continues to be available online (including the diagnosis information) as PDF files and in XHTML in the Information Management Software for z/OS Solutions Information Center at 
http://publib.boulder.ibm.com/infocenter/imzic

[bookmark: contact_info]Where to Find Additional Information:
IMS V12 release planning section on the IBM Information Center:  http://publib.boulder.ibm.com/infocenter/dzichelp/v2r2/index.jsp

Primary Contact:
  Albert Ching
  Software Services Mainframe IMS
  704-549-5110  [8-740]
Secondary Contact:
  Al Fung
  Software Services Mainframe IMS
  248-754-2671  [8-351]
  
 
